


Logline
When three seemingly unrelated narratives converge—a 1993 Afrofuturist classic set in 
2025, the life of a pioneering Black woman writing from the margins, and the harrowing 
reality of the Eaton Fire—Parable of the Ashes uncovers a chilling alignment, exposing 
how systemic neglect, climate catastrophe, and community displacement collided to turn 
prophecy into present history.

Synopsis
At first glance, three distinct stories appear to belong to completely different worlds:
1.The Fiction: Parable of the Sower, written in 1993 by visionary author Octavia E. Butler, tells the story 

of a young Black woman forced to flee a fire-ravaged, corporate-controlled Southern California in a 
timeline explicitly crafted to begin in February 2025.

2.The Biography: The quiet, relentless struggle of Octavia E. Butler—a tall, introverted Black woman 
navigating class and racial barriers in mid-century Pasadena, writing in the shadows of segregation, riding 
city buses, and tirelessly researching at local libraries.

3.The Event: The Eaton Fire, a sudden, devastating wildfire that swept through Altadena—a historic 
enclave where Black families cultivated safety and community after decades of redlining—destroying 
generational wealth and displacing long-time residents.



Parable of the Ashes charts the eerie convergence where Butler’s lived reality, her literary warnings, and the modern destruction of a historic 
Black sanctuary overlap. The film explores how Butler did not claim to predict the future; rather, she analyzed the neglected climate crisis, 
racial oppression, and economic fragility of her own era and projected them thirty years forward.
When the Eaton Fire swept through Altadena—narrowly sparing Butler’s own grave while consuming the very neighborhoods where 
marginalized Angelenos built their sanctuary—the boundary between her printed pages and lived reality dissolved. The fire laid bare the 
ongoing vulnerability of Black heritage sites and working-class enclaves in the face of climate disaster.
Primary Sources & Evidence
• The Octavia E. Butler Archives at the Huntington Library: Unprecedented research access to Butler's primary material—including her 

personal journals, early story drafts, commonplace books, research notes, and handwritten motivational notes—offering direct insight into 
how she constructed her 2025 dystopian timeline from real-world 1990s headlines.

• First-Hand Accounts from Eaton Fire Survivors: Intimate, on-the-ground interviews with long-time Altadena residents who witnessed 
the fire firsthand, anchoring the narrative in the immediate emotional and physical realities of modern displacement.

• Personal Friends & Renowned Butler Scholars: In-depth commentary from the people who knew Butler best during her life, alongside 
leading scholars and Afrofuturism experts, contextualizing her personal struggle and the enduring social weight of her work.

"Octavia Butler wrote the warnings decades ago—what will it take for us to finally hear them before there is 
nothing left to save?"


